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^ (57) Abstract: A method and apparatus for reducing speckle uses polarization averaging. A polarizing beam splitter divides a first 
^ polarized laser output into a second polarized laser output and a third polarized laser output. A plurality of mirrors creates an optical 
path difference between the second and third polarized laser outputs. The optical path difference is at least about a coherence length 
for the first polarized laser output. The second and third polarized laser outputs are combined into a fourth laser output, which 
illuminates an depolarizing screen. If a human eye or an optical system having a intensity detector views the depolarizing screen 
the eye or the intensity detector will detect reduced speckle, which results from uncorrected speckle patterns created by the second 
polarized laser output and the third polarized laser output. 
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